Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 27th January 2026

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE MINUTES ARE DRAFT UNTIL RATIFIED BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AT ITS MEETING ON 24th FEBRUARY 2026

Present: 
[bookmark: _Hlk181632767]                        Cllr Parry (Chairman)
Cllr R Dover
Cllr J Fynes 
Cllr C Hall
[bookmark: _Hlk196978269]Cllr. F James
Cllr C Jones
Cllr C Savage

In attendance:
[bookmark: _Hlk189062789]County Cllr. Arwel Jones
Mr. Calum Carr: Powys County Council Rights of Way and Footpaths Officer for item 7.
Mr. M . Donkin  Clerk to the Council

	1 Apologies for absence  

Cllr Done
   

	2. To record Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda

                        None


	3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 25th November  2025

The minutes of the meeting held on 25th November 2025 were agreed as a correct record. Proposed by Cllr Hall, seconded by Cllr Savage and approved unanimously.
 

	4. Matters arising from the minutes
4.1 Ref: item 5.2.  Precept:  The Clerk confirmed that the Precept request had been sent in and acknowledged. A query was made as to the percentage increase. The Clerk explained that, in previous years in order to refrain from increasing the Precept for our residents, the Community Council had used reserves. This was now no longer an option and the request was an accurate picture of what is needed for the next financial year.

4.2.  Ref: item 7.5.  Donation to St. Agatha’s P. C. C.  re Church Clock  
The Clerk reported that he had had difficulty paying the amount by bank transfer as the information given by the Church did not accord with that held by the bank. As a result, the Clerk had written a cheque and sent it to the Chairman for counter signature and onward transmission.

4.3.  Ref item 7.76  Shop enforcement notice
County Cllr Arwel Jones confirmed that the building is listed. Cllr Savage said that the report did not refer to the illuminated sign and Cllr Fynes said that a new metal sign has been added to the display.
ACTION: Clerk to refer the matter back to the planning enforcement officer

4.4.  Ref: item 7.8. -  One Voice Wales AGM
Cllr Hall had attended the meeting and reported back as follows:-
OVW had concerns about lack of involvement of members. They rarely get more than 20% of members attending events. At the AGM only 189 out of 731 members were present.

4.5.  Ref: item 12.1 Bus shelter
County Cllr Arwel Jones had raised the matter of a bus shelter with Andy King, at Powys County Council and had received the following reply:-
I have taken a look along the length of the A483 in Llanymynech, and unfortunately I cannot see anywhere we could put a shelter which would meet the legal guidelines we are set. We have to follow these guidelines and have no leighway (sic) I am afraid. However, if you have suggestions I am more than happy to take a look, and if the location is suitable we will install a shelter when the budget allows.

The opinion of councillors was that there is more space in Llanymynech then that occupied by the bus shelter in Pant. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would ask Mr King to meet him in Llanymynech to view the proposed site together. Cllr Fynes suggested taking photographs to send to Mr. King.
ACTION: Count Cllr Arwel Jones


	5 Finance 
5.1.   Current position
The clerk had circulated papers which confirmed that the Council’s accounts as at Thursday 22nd January 2026 were as follows: -
Deposit account:  	 £9229.76
Current account:   	 £525.06
Pension account  	 £ 76.74

5.2      Third Quarter Financial Statement
Council noted the Third Quarter Financial Statement as set out in the papers for the meeting. 

The Clerk pointed out that there was a minor discrepancy on the bank reconciliation. He had revisited all the entries from all accounts and could confirm that the income and expenditure figures were accurate. The felt that there must be a typing error in the reconciliation and would check on this before the nest meeting.

The Clerk offered to take questions. There were none. With this proviso about the reconciliation figures Cllr Fynes proposed acceptance of the Financial Statement. This was seconded by Cllr Dover and agreed unanimously.
5.3.      Approval of Payments
The following items as set out in the papers for the meeting were presented:-
· Grounds maintenance 4th Quarter:  M I & T E M Pritchard  £966.00
· Rent of Village Hall for January meeting: Llanymynech Village Hall  -  £24.00

Payment of the above items were approved.


	 6. Planning  
There were no planning applications to consider.



	7. Other Matters 
7.1. 	Montgomery Canal Development Project 
Work is proceeding at Walls Bridge although Cllr Dover felt that the pace was too slow. The Chairman said that the target date for completion was mid-March. Cllr Hall said that delays were expected and County Cllr Arwel Jones said  that completion was now expected to be delayed by 3 weeks.

The Chairman reported that he had received complaints from residents of Parc Llwyfen that lights were left on over the Christmas period. Cllr Dover noted that these lights are still on at night but Cllr Hall felt that they were security lights.  It was decided that Kier  (the contracted company) be contacted about the lights but, if they are for security purposes, there is little that the Community Council could do.
ACTION: Clerk

County Cllr Arwel Jones pointed out that planning permission for the works at Williams Bridge has still not been granted.

7.2.	Council Leaflet.
The Chairman said that he had not be able to do the work on the leaflet. Cllr Hall suggested that because of the delay, the leaflet could include a call for volunteers to help with the work on footpaths (see item 7.5)
ACTION: Chairman

7.3.   Draft Training Plan
Council noted the draft plan sent out by Cllr Savage. Cllr Savage pointed out that the Welsh Government provides training courses and will fund 4 places per council on each of 6 core modules
There is a need for all councillors to have an induction pack. It was agreed that Cllr Savage and the Clerk would look at this and bring a draft to the next meeting.
ACTION: Cllr Savage

Cllr Savage’s draft Training Plan was then adopted as Carreghofa Community Council’s formal training plan. Proposed by Cllr Hall, seconded by Cllr Parry and agreed unanimously.

7.4.  Anti-littering signs
Council noted the points sent by Cllr Done in his absence. 

Cllr Fynes wished to record thanks to Cllr Done for the work he has done and for picking up a large quantity of litter. Nonetheless he felt that anti-littering signs would not be effective as most of the littering is done by passing motorists throwing rubbish out of their vehicles and who would be unlikely to see the signs. He felt that the expenditure did not represent value for money. Cllr Savage agreed; she pointed out that the Council had erected signs encouraging owners about picking up and properly disposing of dog faeces but the situation has not greatly improved.

She further pointed out that Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council reimburses someone to pick up litter. They have  provided the equipment at a cost of £48.52.

County Cllr Arwel Jones said that there was something similar in Four Crosses. The person who does the litter picking places the waste in red bags which are left by a bin which is then disposed of by Powys County Council.

It was thought that this could be a solution for Carreghofa but that we should check that Powys County Council will supply the bags and dispose of them if they are left at an agreed point. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would check this.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

Post meeting notes: Coreespondence between County Cllr Arwel Jones and Powys County Council officers:-

Ashley,
I hope that you are keeping well.
The issue of litter on our verges was mentioned at our meeting of Carreghofa Community Council last night and some Councillors were under the impression that you cannot collet it and put it in the general waste.
I am aware that a gentleman in Four Crosses collects roadside litter around the Village and puts it in red bags and leaves it beside the litter bins around the Village and its collected.
Are these special bags that the Council provide as the Community Council would be more than happy to purchase.
I would welcome your comments please and whilst writing has the review of the Waste Recycling Centres been completed.
 Many thanks,
 Cllr. Arwel.

Hi Cllr Arwel,
 We should be able to help with providing bags for litter collected in the community.  I have copied in James Thompson, our Awareness and Enforcement Manager, who will be able to provide more details.
 
The review of the Household Recycling Centres has been completed.  It has taken a while to pull all the information together and analyse.  It will now go through the CLT/Cabinet/Scrutiny process so will become public shortly.  It has been a very positive response and we have had very little negative feedback since the initial opposition died down.
 Regards
Ashley

Dear Arwel
We work closely with the national environmental charity Keep Wales Tidy to support their volunteers and encourage more people to get involved in litter picking. Sadly there is always an endless need for it!
 
The litter picking kits we have can be borrowed from the local library and comprise a dumpy bag full of grabbers, hoops, bags, high vis jackets etc to loan for a bit.  Signing the kit out all comes with a pre-made risk assessment, legal disclaimer, and public liability insurance cover and etc as well as the bags which we can collect from any pre-agreed location (normally just leave them along side a PCC Litter bin and the Street Cleaners know to collect them )
 
See Volunteer Litter Picking - Powys County Council Or for you I can get someone to deliver
 
It's actually the national "Spring Clean Cymru" fortnight coming up soon, so if you want, we could do an 'event' in Four Crosses and I'll come and lend you a hand, maybe we can get the local school kids / Boy Scouts to help or get the Community Councillors involved?
 
The main thing I would just obviously add is to stay off the main 60mph road there (which needs to be done by trained highways staff with signage and even road closures in place) and just stick to the village, parks, pavements, pedestrianised / speed restricted areas.
 Kind Regards,
 
James Thompson
Waste Awareness & Enforcement Manager 

7.5.   Footpaths Survey.
Mr Calum Carr, Powys Rights of Way and Footpaths Officer attended for this item
The item was taken first in order that Mr. Carr could leave as soon as it had been dealt with.

Mr Carr began with a short presentation on the work done to survey the footpaths in Carreghofa. He displayed a map showing the paths and listing the places where work was needed. He felt that the top priority for funding  would be the Carreghofa Community Trail and included in this would be the steps up to the canal aqueduct. He is consulting with the Canal and Rivers Trust (CRT) on this as it is their responsibility and could be included as part of the work to be undertaken at Williams Bridge.

Mr. Carr also said that the work to improve pedestrian access to the canal tow path from the Dolphin car park could be accomplished by inserting a dropped kerb. He would need to seek permission from the Landlord of the Dolphin. It was queried whether permission would need to be granted as Powys County Council own the car park. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that the car park is held on a long lease but permission would still need to be sought.

To the west above Pen-y-Foel Hall there are stiles which need repairing and the bridleway to Carreghofa Farm needs a lot of clearance. A fallen tree would be removed.

Cllr Savage asked if the finances available would cover keeping the rights of way on the hill open. Mr. Carr said that his main priority would be the central area below the hill. Most of the work would be carried out by volunteers.

Cllr Fynes asked if routes will  be sign posted. Mr. Carr said that damaged or missing finger posts would be replaced. Also, some kissing gates would need to be re-sited.

Mr. Carr said that there is a link to all the public rights of way in Powys and the Clerk said that he would forward this to councillors.
ACTION: Clerk 
Post meeting note: the link has been circulated but is also given below.

https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/13184/Public-Rights-of-Way-Map

Cllr Fynes said that he thought that everyone was agreed that the Carreghofa Trail was the main priority. Mr. Carr said that he would cost the work required and see what is left of the funding to see what else can be done.

Cllr Savage again drew attention to the paths up on the hill but Mr. Carr did not think that there were many issues with these.

The Chairman asked about the bridge missing over the stream below the football field. Mr. Carr said that this had been damaged due to flooding and had been moved. It would be replaced.

Cllr Fynes asked about the timescale for the work. Mr. Carr said that it would be done this year. As soon as the work has been costed, he will order the necessary materials.

Cllr Savage asked if signs could ask people to keep dogs on leads. Mr. Carr said that a variety of signs could be used. Cllr James said that she would send some photographs to Mr Carr.

The subject of volunteers was raised again. Mr. Carr said that the majority of work is carried out by volunteers who do not necessarily come from the local area. Powys is now divided into 13 sections and volunteers work anywhere within their section.  

It was felt that work in the local community could be a catalyst in attracting volunteers and that this could be publicised on Carreghofa Community Council’s website and Facebook page. Mr. Carr said that anyone interested in volunteering can apply through the Powys C. C. website. They would then be trained. Cllr Savage felt that this was something that we could promote now so that volunteers were ready when needed.

7.6.   Defibrillator
Council noted the report in the papers for the meeting in which Cllr Savage had suggested purchasing batteries for the defibrillator. The batteries for our defibrillator are not a regular size but a battery store should be able to supply for less than £40. However, at a  defibrillator specialist stores they range from £50 up to £145.
The Clerk’s recommendation was that  Cllr Savage is given authority to purchase batteries for the best price possible up to a limit of £145.  She could then be reimbursed without the need for any further authorisation.

This was proposed by Cllr Fynes, seconded by Cllr James and agreed unanimously.

ACTION: Cllr Savage then Clerk 

7.7.    Donation Request  -  Marie Cure Fund 
Council noted the request in the papers for the meeting by the Marie Cure Foundation for funding. It was felt that, with regret, the Council could not make a donation at this time.

7.8.   Cross Border Healthcare
Council noted the report in the papers for the meeting together with a much longer letter from Jane Johnstone, Clerk of Llandrindod Wells Town Council regarding serious concerns about  Cross Border Healthcare and Funding for residents in Wales who access health care from English providers.

Llandrindod Wells Town Council is looking to open up a dialogue between neighbouring town and community councils to take proactive action, as well as creating a united force to put greater pressure on the Welsh Government for assistance in the matter and to  create more sustainable healthcare services in Powys.

Llandrindod Wells Town Council would like to invite other local town and community councils in our area to form a coalition and hold meetings to find a way forwards on this vital issue, with the first meeting to be held in early Spring 2026.

Council agreed that it would be proper to join this grouping. The Clerk was asked to inform Ms Johnstone.
ACTION: Clerk 

7.9.    County Councillor’s update
County Cllr Arwel Jones said that very little had happened  over the Christmas period and made the following points:-

· Working on the 26/27 Budget and looking like a 4.9% increase in Council Tax to achieve a Balanced Budget.
· The Road Closed signage / flooding on the A483 have been erected and will be activated shortly.
· Additional money has been allocated from the Welsh Government for the repair of potholes but full details to follow as to how much and when the funds required can be used.
· Planning permission still waited for the new lift bridge at Williams Bridge.

7.10  Social media activity for the Council  (standing item)         (Chairman)                 
There is nothing new to report


	8.	Amenities
8.1.	Walls Bridge
This matter was dealt with in item 7.1 above

8.2.    Football Field
The Chairman said that the Portaloo has not been erected. Apparently, the Football Club has difficulties 
with the site specified by the Community Council. However, there has been no contact from the Football Club.


	9 Highways and Byways  
9.1.    Road Repairs and Potholes
Cllr Fynes said that he has looked at the Powys County Council website and found that none of the potholes reported by the Council are on it.  The pothole on Carreghofa Lane is now so large that cars are swerving round it and another pothole is forming on the opposite side of the road.

Cllr James said that nothing has been done about the verges on Pen-y-Foel. Lorries are churning up the verges and the situation is getting worse. One pothole is now very large and it is impossible to see the depth of the hole. There is also a blocked drain outside the Coach House on Pen-y-Foel.
However, the salt bins have now been filled.

County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would take these matters back and councillors were urged to forward photographic evidence to him.

Cllr Jones asked for an update on the property on the corner of the A483 with Chapel Lane. County Cllr Arwel Jones reported that the County Council had sent the owner a letter giving a 28 day period in which the hedges must be trimmed to allow site lines for traffic emerging from Chapel Lane onto the A483.  The matter is, therefore, ongoing.

Cllr Fynes asked about the potholes on the Dolphin Car Park. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that this had been “escalated” for action but he would chase the matter up.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones


	10 To receive reports on Meetings from Outside Bodies
10.1  Burial Board
Nothing to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk214440231]10.2. Powys C. C. and Town and Community Councils meeting
Cllr Hall said that a meeting would be held next week.

10.3. Village Hall
The Village Hall committee is also meeting next week.


	11.1. Matters of decision
There are no matters for decision.

11.2. Correspondence to note.
Council noted the correspondence sent out by the Clerk since the last meeting and itemised in the papers for the meeting.

	From
	Date
	Subject

	Dyfed / Powys Police via County Cllr Arwel Jones
	25th November
	Survey on Policing

	Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	25th November
	Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service Raises £168,604 for the Fire Fighters Charity

	Parish Online
	1st December
	Newsletter

	County Cllr Arwel Jones 
	1st December
	Bulk recycling – reply from Senior Manager – Waste and Recycling Services

	Powys County Council
	5th December
	Powys budget survey

	One Voice Wales
	5th December
	Training dates December 25 to March 26

	Play Wales
	5th December
	Developing play provision in Gypsy and Traveller sites

	National Flood Forum
	9th December
	Support for Flood Risk Communities over the Winter Period

	One Voice Wales
	12th December
	Christmas Greetings

	Shropshire C. C. Severn valley Partnership via OVW
	12th December
	Severn Valley Water Management Scheme Consultation launch

	Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	12th December
	Safety tips this Christmas

	Dave Bartholomew Cllr Llanfair Clydogu & Cellan Community Council  
	16th December 
	Minutes for 01/12/25 Meeting of Community Councils to discuss Towy/Teifi, Towy/Usk & Vyrnwy Frankton projects 

	Received from 
· Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
· Play Wales
· Sovereign Play
· Sutcliffe Play

	18th December

	Christmas wishes 

	Citizens Advice  Powys 
	18th December
	A Review of 2025

	Welsh Government via OVW
	18th December
	Senedd Cymru (Disqualification) Order 2025 - Notification of Order being made

	One Voice Wales
	18th December
	Joint event One Voice Wales and Planning Aid Wales
"Improving our local places – Welsh case studies and planning updates"

	Russell George MS
	9th January
	January newsletter

	One Voice Wales
	9th January
	Training dates

	Dave Bartholomew Cllr Llanfair Clydogu & Cellan Community Council 
	14th January
	Notice of Senedd protest


	Older People Commissioner’
Via OVW
	14th January
	Older People Commissioner’s survey


	Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council
	16th January
	Agenda and Papers

	Llanrhaeadr YM, Penybontfawr and Llangynog Community Councils
	16th January
	Support for funding of Llanrhaeadr Branch surgery

	Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	16th January
	Time to book a chimney sweeper

	Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	19th January
	Register my appliance week

	RhAG Llanfyllin
	19th January
	Meeting to discuss Bilingual Outcome Education at Ysgol Llanfyllin (Secondary).

	One Voice Wales
	19th January
	Could a Welsh town be crowned the first UK Town of Culture?  

	County Cllr Awel Jones
	22nd January
	Update from GoSafe on speeding





	12. Any Other Business

12.1  Cllr  Savage raised the subject of the Car Wash. She was concerned that waste water is still going down the drains on the road outside and that this might be a health hazard. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would take advice from  Environmental Health.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

12.2.  Cllr Fynes informed Council of the possible closure of the GP surgery at Llanrhaeadr.  The Clerk confirmed this and said that there is a petition to ask for the continuation of funding to keep the surgery open. Closure would not only remove a  crucial facility for the people of Llanrhaeadr but would put additional presure on the remaining surgeries in this extremely widespread practice.

Council agreed to support the move to keep the surgery open.
ACTION: Clerk

 12.3  Cllr Jones reported a large gap in the hedge by Newbridge with a steep drop. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would check this out.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

 12.4  Cllr Fynes gave information about the closure of the road from Llansantffraid to Four Crosses. This will take place over six weeks and there will be traffic lights on the Carreghofa side of Williams Bridge He said that there are no road works and felt that this would cause unnecessary delays.

12.5 County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he had been contacted by a resident  of Cae Haidd who has reported that the roots of trees adjacent to thier property have grown into their garden and have forced paving stones up. He said that he would take a look and report back.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

 

	13.      Date of the next meeting:

Tuesday 24th February 2026  at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
ACTION: All to note.






Approved by Council as a correct record: -  

Proposed:  ________________________________________________________	


Seconded:  ________________________________________________________	


Signed:  __________________________________________________________	Chairman


Date:     _______________________________________________________ 	
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